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“A Divine Providence has designed that France
should be our near neighbour, and I hope,

always our dear friend, and that in the future, as
in the past, England and France may be

regarded as the champions and pioneers of
peaceful progress and civilisation”

— King Edward VII (1841-1910)
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Ladies and Gentlemen,

Welcome to the House of Lords. It is a true honour to open this year's Entente
Cordiale Day Alumni Meeting under the Patronage of His Majesty King Charles III
and President Emmanuel Macron.

Tonight, we gather not only to reflect on two landmark events, London 2012 and
Paris 2024, but to celebrate the spirit of collaboration that defines Franco-British
partnership at its best. The Olympic and Paralympic Games have long served as
more than a showcase of athleticism; they are moments when nations come together
to pursue excellence, inclusion, and legacy.

This gathering is part of a broader initiative which brings together the brightest
minds from across France and the United Kingdom to tackle the most pressing
challenges of our time. Launched just over a year ago at the Château de Breteuil, the
Entente Cordiale Day now spans three flagship events: the Challenge, the Summit,
and this, our annual Alumni Meeting. Each one is powered by a shared belief: that
young voices, when empowered, can shape meaningful change.

We are especially grateful to our host Lord Soames of Fletching, for opening these
historic doors to us, to our sponsor Etude Lion d'Or Avocats, for their support in
creating an unforgettable experience for all participants, and the British Olympic
Association and the French National Olympic and Sports Committee for their
warmth and their enduring commitment to values that transcend borders.

Tonight’s theme invites us to look both backwards and forwards. From the East
London transformation of 2012 to the innovation and inclusivity of Paris 2024, the
Olympic Games show us how sport can catalyse progress in sustainability, urban
development, culture, education,  diplomacy, and more. Let this evening be a space
for dialogue, exchange, and renewed connection. Whether you are here as an
alumnus, a speaker, a policymaker, or a guest, we are united by a belief in the power
of cross-cultural cooperation, and in the promise of what we can achieve together.

Thank you for being here, and we look forward to the conversations ahead.

Sincerely,
The Entente Cordiale Day Association`

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

Maître Yves Djimi, 
Founder 

Jaden Zhu, 
VP Events & Logistics

Matilde Fulfaro, 
UK President



CELEBRATING A STORY ACROSS
TIME AND NATIONS
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A Union of Heritage and Innovation
The Entente Cordiale Day is a platform for exchange between today’s and
tomorrow’s leaders. Each year, in response to a specific global issue, we
recruit top-performing students from the best higher education
institutions in France and the United Kingdom and bring them together
alongside the leaders of today. Given the 2026 theme of ‘Conflicts,
Technologies, and World Security’, the Entente Cordiale Day’s
partnerships with the Paris Defence Strategy Forum and the London
Defence Conference guarantees that our Summit in April 2026 will allow
our students and guests to interact with some of the most influential
political, cultural, and business leaders shaping the future of technology
and global security.

The Sites Where History Is Made
Under the patronage of His Majesty The King, the President of the French
Republic, and the families of the Marquess of Salisbury and Marquis de
Breteuil, the Entente Cordiale Day unites 400 years of heritage with
forward-looking global dialogue. It is for this reason that the Entente
Cordiale Day is anchored in the iconic sites where history has been
continuously made. The two-day 2025 Entente Cordiale Day Summit, held
in the United Kingdom, saw a series of high-level events across the Royal
Hospital Chelsea, the House of Commons, the Foreign and
Commonwealth Development Office, the London School of Economics,
and Hatfield House. In 2026, the Summit will be held in France across
symbolic venues like the Hôtel des Invalides, the École Militaire, the
Panthéon-Sorbonne, and the Château de Breteuil. 

Connections for Decades to Come
The Entente Cordiale Day is an annual reoccurrence, whose global issue
and cohort of participating students change each year while still
honouring the timeless spirit it celebrates. To continually evoke this
legacy of mutual understanding and friendly competition, events are
organised throughout the year in locations such as the House of Lords,
Buckingham Palace, and the Élysée Palace, thanks to the support of
previous sponsors, civil society groups, and distinguished families
connected to us through our Entente Cordiale Day Prizes. The Marquess of Salisbury 

EC Day UK Honorary Co-Chair 

General Sir Adrian Bradshaw
Governor of the Royal Hospital

Chelsea & EC Day Host



       From meeting Chelsea Pensioners and    
       the Deputy Commander of NATO, to speaking with
Winston Churchill’s grandson and collaborating with
fellow French and British students, every person we
encountered was inspiring. 

We were united by a shared purpose: to support
meaningful causes and work toward a better future
for our planet.

Coming from a Kenyan-Sikh background, I was
especially proud to bring forward ideas that are close
to home. [...] It was an honour to contribute
perspectives rooted in lived experience, and to see
those ideas resonate in such a global forum.”

– Amrit Rooprai, University of Oxford
EC Day Challenge Finalist

       All too often, climate
      change makes me feel despair.
But the Entente Cordiale Day
Challenge gave me the chance to
turn that despair into action – to
collaborate on meaningful
research, and to explore solutions
rooted in justice and cultural
preservation.”

– Johanna Kosak, 
University of Cambridge
EC Day Challenge Finalist

A VISION FOR NURTURING
GLOBAL LEADERSHIP

“A space where young
voices are not only

heard, but celebrated”
- EC Day Challenge Finalist

Participants likely to recommend
the Entente Cordiale Day

Challenge to other students

30+ 
Nationalities of participating

students

300+ 
Students participating in the first

year of the competition

100+ 
Degree programmes across

undergraduate, master’s, and
doctoral research

A Hub for the Leaders of Tomorrow
The centrepiece of the Entente Cordiale Day is its students, who
bring with them international backgrounds, varied personal
histories, and dazzlingly diverse intellectual concerns to produce
solution-driven research. It is only by capitalising on the diversity
of perspectives and the connections born between them that we
can move towards not merely solving but anticipating challenges.
In order for us to celebrate the most meritorious voices, each year,
after months of preparation, the ten pitches produced by teams
from the UK and France are selected through a rigorous two-stage
process to receive the Entente Cordiale Prizes and have their
proposals published.

A Davos for the Students
The Entente Cordiale Day represents a ‘Davos for Students’: it
brings together emerging and established leaders each April to
develop real-world solutions to pressing global issues. We are fully
committed to ensuring that every kind of financial barrier can be
removed for our students. Signing up for the competition is
entirely free, and all donations received are channelled fully into
removing barriers to participation, so that talent can truly be the
basis for advancement.
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Awareness and
Recruitment
June–September
2025

Report
Submission &
Evaluation
October 2025 –
March 2026

Entente
Cordiale Day
Summit
7–8 April 2026

Presentation
of the Prize
Winners  to
Buckingham
Palace &
Elysee Palace
June 2026

Entente
Cordiale Day
Alumni
Meeting
July 2026

AN ANNUAL FORMAT FOR
DECADES TO COME

The 2026 Entente Cordiale Day Summit
Each year, the Summit brings together the top student teams behind
the most outstanding solutions to global challenges with leading
figures from the UK and France across academia, politics, business,
and the arts. Held alternately in each country, the two-day event
features finalist presentations, debates, and a prestigious prize
ceremony at Hatfield House or the Château de Breteuil.

Opening Ceremony
Hôtel des Invalides, Paris

Set against the grand backdrop
of the Hôtel des Invalides, this
elegant champagne reception
marks the formal start of the
Summit. Attendees include
student finalists, leading
academics from France and the
UK, representatives from NGOs,
research centres, civil society, 

and sponsoring organisations. Short speeches open the evening,
followed by a relaxed networking opportunity.

Oral Presentations
Panthéon-Sorbonne University, Paris

Finalist teams deliver concise,
high-impact presentations  
before a distinguished Grand
Jury, showcasing their
innovative solutions in response
to the year’s chosen global
theme. These sessions include a
10–minute presentation
followed by a Q&A, highlighting 

students’ research and policy insights.

Closing Ceremony
Château de Breteuil, near Paris

The grand finale of the Summit,
this formal awards evening
honours the winning student
teams. Guests include members
of the Breteuil and Salisbury
families, senior government
officials from both nations, UK
nobility,  university presidents,
CEOs, renowned academics, 

research centre directors, and select public figures. A champagne
reception is followed by the awards ceremony and a refined three-
course dinner in an unforgettable setting.
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NEEDS photo

‘Fields on Fire: Policy Recommendations to Combat Stubble
Burning in India’ by Nachiket Midha, Yoonki Lee, and Theo Kaiser
of the University of Oxford

We are from St Antony’s College, Oxford University, and we study at
the Department of Politics and International Relations (DPIR).
Nachiket (India) is reading for an MSc in Politics while Yoonki
(South Korea) and Theo (Germany) are pursuing an MPhil in
International Relations. Our research focuses on tackling the
problem of stubble burning in India. Stubble burning is the practice
of burning crop residue on the field after harvest. It contributes to the
deadly smog that plagues major Indian cities and affects millions.
Our solutions aim at increasing the farmers’ access to machinery that
is necessary to remove the stubble.

‘Agroforestry: the Green Guardian, Cameroon & India’ by Lesly
Kana, Cypris Remond, and Khushi Tivary of EDHEC Business
School

Our team was formed through a shared passion for sustainability and
innovation. All of us are driven by a deep interest in environmental,
social, and economic sustainability, especially through nature-based,
community-led initiatives. When we discovered the challenge topics,
agroforestry emerged as an evident solution: achievable, local, and
shaped by a ground-up approach. We chose to focus on Cameroon
and India, two developing countries battling against a storm of
climate extremes. Our interviews with agroforestry farmers and
experts enabled us to develop out-of-the-box solutions to mitigate
pressing environmental challenges.

05 ENTENTE CORDIALE DAY

THE WINNERS OF THE 2025
CHALLENGE 

Between Buckingham and the Élysée
The previous year's competition on ‘Climate Change, Biodiversity, and
the Developing World’ brought together over 300 students from 12
world-class universities to tackle climate-focused solutions. Students
spent months elaborating evidence-based policy projects ranging from
biodiversity finance to solar energy deployment in the Sahara. The
winning teams    were invited to two of the most iconic institutions in
the world: Buckingham Palace and the Élysée Palace. There, they
presented their reports to senior advisers of His Majesty The King and
the President of the French Republic.

UK-based winners were honoured to meet Nathan Ross, Assistant
Private Secretary to HM King Charles III, a moment of special
significance given the King’s lifelong dedication to environmental
stewardship. Meanwhile, their French counterparts presented their
work at the Hôtel de Marigny, nested within the Élysée Palace, to
President Macron’s Chief of Staff, Mr. Patrice Faure, and Education
Adviser, Mr. Gilles Halbout. Beforehand, they gathered at L’Entente, a
stylish Anglo-French restaurant just steps away from the statue of
King Edward VII. These visits mark a historic milestone for the
initiative, and we extend our sincere thanks to the advisers of HM The
King and the President of the Republic for engaging so meaningfully
with our students



PIONEERING RESEARCH ON
CONTEMPORARY ISSUES

• Artificial Intelligence
• Cybersecurity

• Biotechnology
• Sustainable Tech

• Online Platforms
• Robotics
• Aerospace Technology
• Nanotechnology

The 2026 Challenge 
This year, the competition will focus on the critical theme of
‘Conflicts, Technologies, and World Security’. 

The global landscape is increasingly defined by geopolitical
tensions, rapid technological advancements, and pressing
questions surrounding lasting peace. 

In this context, the need for rigorous analysis, interdisciplinary
dialogue, and forward-thinking solutions has never been more
apparent. Now more than ever, we need young change-makers
who are able to think critically about these issues. Which of the
many conflicts, tensions, and clashes that saturate our
understanding of the present world have most profoundly
impacted its security? How might technologies act as both a
source of conflict and a tool for resolution? What exactly does a
more secure world look like?

CONFLICTS
Including:

• Superpower Rivalries
• Civil Repression

• Refugee Crises
• Civil Wars

• Territorial Disputes
• Social Injustice
• Gender-Based Violence
• Resource Scarcity

TECHNOLOGIES
Including:

Rachel Kyte CMG
UK Climate Envoy & 2025 EC Day Summit Speaker 

The UK Grand Jury: Hon. Capt Durdana Ansari,
Professor Tim O'Riordan, Lord Alok Sharma, Dr

Gabrielle Walker

WORLD SECURITY
Including:

• Security for Vulnerable Groups
• Environmental Security

• Nuclear Nonproliferation
• Economic Stability

• Cybersecurity
• Public Safety
• Biosecurity
• Resource Security
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His Majesty King Charles III and
President Emmanuel Macron
officially support the Entente

Cordiale Day initiative



Our special thanks to our host sponsor, Lord
Soames of Fletching,  the British Olympic
Association, Team GB and the French National
Olympic and Sports Committee for their support.

 We would also like to thank Etude Lion d'Or
Avocats for sponsoring this year's Alumni
Meeting.

7.00 PM Guest Arrival

7.30 PM Reception Service

8.00 PM Welcome Speeches 

8.10 PM Panel Discussion 

9.30 PM Desserts Service & Networking

10.30 PM Guest Departure

SCHEDULE OF THE ALUMNI MEETING

THE ENTENTE CORDIALE DAY
ALUMNI MEETING

Celebrating Old and New Connections
This Alumni Meeting serves as a celebration of both old and new connections by bringing together past participants, 
supporters, and friends of the Entente Cordiale Day alongside those newly joining its growing community. It is a 
timely opportunity to reflect on shared experiences, reignite collaborations, and welcome new voices into a network 
rooted in Franco-British friendship and common purpose. By creating space for intergenerational dialogue and 
cross-sector exchange, the evening honours the legacy of past contributions while laying the groundwork for future 
partnerships, innovation, and collective impact.

The 2025 Alumni Meeting
The event will centre around the long-lasting impact of the Olympics and Paralympics Games of London 2012 and 
Paris 2024 and will explore how both cities have influenced the world through arts, finance, architecture, fashion, 
sustainability, mobility, education, and, of course, sport.

Venue: The Peers' Dining Room, House of Lords
Date: 17th July 2025, 7.00 - 10.30 PM
Theme: Olympics and Paralympics in London 2012 and Paris 2024
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The Peers’ Dining Room
The Peers' Dining Room is a symbol of continuity and heritage. Located in the House of Lords, it serves
members of the Lords and their guests. It was established during the rebuilding of the palace of Westminster
after the devastating fire of 1834. Over the decades, it has served as place for informal political negotiation and
social exchange and was recently open to the public for a few days per year.

The Host Sponsor: The Rt. Hon. The Lord Soames of Fletching PC
Lord Soames of Fletching was born in 1948 and was educated at Eton College and Mons Officer Cadet School.
He is the son of The Late Lord Soames and grandson of Sir Winston Churchill, KG. After leaving school, Lord
Soames was commissioned into the 11th Hussars (Prince Albert's Own), serving in Germany and the United
Kingdom. Lord Soames was subsequently Equerry to the then Prince of Wales, KG KT. 

Lord Soames was a Conservative Member of Parliament from 1983 to 2019. During his long and distinguished
career in Parliament, he held a number of senior roles, including serving as a Minister for Defence and as a
Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food. He is President of Brighton College, a Trustee of The Normandy
Memorial Trust, and a longstanding Trustee of the Amber Foundation. Lord Soames was appointed a Life Peer
in October 2022. He is also a member of the International Relations and Defence Committee of the House of
Lords, where he leverages  his expertise in  the fields of Anglo-American defence matters and security in the
Middle East, Europe, international affairs, trade and industry and aviation.

THE HOUSE OF LORDS & THE
HOST SPONSOR
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Spotlight on Franco-British
Sporting Legacy
Historically, leaders from both the United
Kingdom and France have recognised sport as
a platform for inclusivity, dignity, and social
progress, values deeply aligned with the spirit
of Entente Cordiale Day. In fact, the Olympics
have long been connected to figures whose
positive impact on Franco-British relations is
celebrated by the Entente Cordiale Day and
commemorated by its Entente Cordiale Day
Prizes, awarded to the top-performing teams of
the Entente Cordiale Day Challenge and
named after such figures. 

THE GAMES IN LONDON AND PARIS
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‘Inspire A Generation’ -
London 2012 & Paris 2024
‘Inspire a Generation’ was the slogan of the
London 2012 Olympics and Paralympics,
with both events having a lasting impact
beyond sports and in the city itself. Not only
was London 2012 the first to feature an
integrated environmental plan, but the
Games also revitalised East London through
the creation of new housing, green spaces,
sports venues, and rail links. Paris 2024
carried forward this legacy: as in London, the
Games stimulated the modernisation of
Parisian transport infrastructure and
developments within the fields of digital
security, accessibility, and sustainable
merchandising. With 95% of venues already
existing and events utilising iconic locations
like the Seine and the Eiffel Tower, Paris
2024 successfully embedded the Olympic
spirit into daily urban life. 

Each year, the second-place and third-place teams on the British side are awarded the Queen Elizabeth II Prize
and the Sir Winston Churchill Prize, respectively. Queen Elizabeth II is well-known for her lifelong connection
to sport, from horse racing and presenting the 1966 World Cup trophy to her iconic appearance at the London
2012 opening ceremony. Less well-known, however, is Winston Churchill’s own personal and political
engagement with sports. Although you might think that Churchill did not like sports due to an often
misattributed “first of all: no sports!” quote, in a recently resurfaced 1924 speech, Churchill championed
Olympic participation for all and understood sport as a unifying, character-building force for good. Churchill’s
commitment to Olympic values is transmitted through the generous support of his grandson, Lord Soames of
Fletching, in organising this event.

Similarly, the second-place and third-place teams on the French side are recognised with the Prix Président
Jacques Chirac and the Prix Général Charles de Gaulle. Both Jacques Chirac and Charles de Gaulle viewed
sport as a means to foster national cohesion and pride. In fact, after poor Olympic performances in the 1960s, it
was de Gaulle’s effort to invest heavily in inclusive sports infrastructure that enabled France’s later success, and
it is that legacy that shaped Paris 2024’s vision.



Dame Katherine Grainger DBE
Dame Katherine Grainger DBE is Britain's most decorated female Olympian,
Chair of UK Sport and Chancellor of the University of Glasgow. With Olympic
silver at Rio 2016, gold at London 2012 to add to her silver medals from Sydney in
2000, Athens in 2004, and Beijing in 2008, as well as six world championship
titles in her collection, Dame Grainger is the first British woman to win her five
medals at five successive games. After her leadership at UK Sport,  she has
become the first female chair of the British Olympic Association. Dame Grainger
has been given a peerage by His Majesty The King on June 17 2025, and will join
the House of Lords as Baroness Grainger.

General Bruno Le Ray CLH
Lieutenant General Bruno Le Ray served 39 years in the French Army.
Throughout his distinguished career, he held key roles in infantry units, military
academies, the Prime Minister’s military office, and the general staff, where he
advised the Chief of Defence on budgets and military programming laws. From
2015 to 2020, he served as Military Governor of Paris. In 2024, he joined the
Paris  Olympic and Paralympic Games Organising Committee as Special Advisor
to the CEO, and in April 2023, was appointed Senior Director of Security.

Lord Moynihan
Lord Colin Moynihan is a British Olympic medallist, former Minister for Sport,
and longstanding advocate for excellence in both public service and international
sport. After winning a silver medal in rowing at the 1980 Moscow Olympics, he
went on to represent Lewisham East in Parliament and served as Minister for
Sport from 1987 to 1990. From 2005 to 2012, he led the British Olympic
Association as Chairman, playing a key role in the run-up to the London 2012
Games. He has been a member of the House of Lords since 1997.

Lord Holmes of Richmond MBE
Lord Holmes of Richmond MBE is a Member of the House of Lords, where his
work focuses on harnessing digital technology for the public good. Lord Holmes
has advised the government on inclusion policies and led an independent review
into improving access to public appointments. Prior to entering public life, Lord
Holmes was Britain’s most successful Paralympic swimmer, winning nine gold, five
silver, and one bronze medal. He later played a central role in the organisation of
the London 2012 Games as Director of Paralympic Integration. 

Richard George
Richard George is a senior UK transport executive with over 45 years of
experience delivering major infrastructure projects. He has held leadership roles
including Director of Transport for the London 2012 Olympics, HS1 Project
Director for Eurostar, and Managing Director at Great Western Trains and SNC-
Lavalin. Now an independent advisor and Chair at DFTO, Richard has advised the
Department for Transport and Transport for the North on rail performance and
investment in northern England.

Moderator: Sara Menai
Sara Menai is a French multi-sport and news presenter who hosted Le Vestiaire on
RMC Sport for five years and now appears regularly on the BBC, covering major
events such as the Champions League Final, Wimbledon, the Euros, and the Paris
Olympics. Since relocating to London in 2021, she has worked as a correspondent
for several French media outlets and is a frequent guest on French-speaking panel
shows across Belgium, Canada, and North Africa.

The Alumni Meeting will feature keynote speeches and a Q&A session with organisers and participants of the
both Games to allow attendees to reflect on the two Olympics' legacy.

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS
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With the Patronage  of His Majesty King Charles III and the President of France, Emmanuel
Macron

UK Honorary Co-Chair: The Marquess of Salisbury KG KCVO PC DL
French Honorary Co-Chair: The Marquis de Breteuil
Founder: Maitre Yves Djimi
UK Co-President: Matilde Fulfaro
French Co-President: Harmonie-Toscane St-Pierre-Delhaye

Vice President of Academics: Marta Koch
Vice President of Communications: Lisa Lefebvre-Risso
Vice President of Events & Logistics: Jaden Zhu
Vice President of Partnerships: Ingrid Chan
Vice President of Sponsorships: Benjamin Chambers

Division Members: Audrey Auteroche, Audrey Lin, Clara Chevalier, Elene Menabdishvili,
Elizabeth Mc Crory, Joseph Asmar, Kenza Fraïgui, Kunwoo Kim, Lili-Rose Dupin, Louise
Lacoste, Lumei-Serena Feng, Maria-Ioana Stănescu, Maya Attia, Merwann Bensafi, Noah
Schrewe, Saki Ikeda, Samuel Rea-Rankin, Shreyas Adhikari, Toma Cristian Goronean, Will
Rowlands, Yamen Alhilawi

Supervisory Board Members: Camille Foley, Franck Debane, Max Buechner, Marie-Helene
Blattmann-Lenoir, Adel Baba-Aissa

“Inspired by Davos World Economic
Forum’s mission, the Entente Cordiale Day

aims to become a forum where students
and future leaders meet annually in April to

present to today's leaders their ideas,
recommendations and innovative solutions

to tackle the most pressing global
challenges” 

– Maître Yves Justice Djimi, Founder of
Entente Cordiale Day Association

THE ENTENTE CORDIALE DAY TEAM
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Maître Elie Elkaim
Elie Elkaim is the Co-Founding Partner at the Etude Lion
d'Or Avocats. He obtained his law degree in 1992 and
joined the Geneva law firm of Ming, Halpérin, Burger and
Inaudi as a trainee. He was admitted to the Bar in 1994.
The following year, he founded Loroch, Elkaim & Associés.

He is particularly active in business, sport, and inheritance
law, as well as civil and criminal litigation. Passionate
about his profession and concerned about the future of the
legal profession, he has held a number of positions within
professional associations, culminating in his appointment
as President of the Vaud Bar Association in March 2014, a
position he held for two years. Committed by temperament,
he is as much involved in defending the interests of his
clients as he is in the world of associations. He was also
President of the International League against Racism and
Anti-Semitism (Switzerland) for four years and co-founder
of the association Coexistences.

ETUDE LION D'OR AVOCATS

We are honoured to welcome Etude Lion d'Or Avocats as the official sponsor of the 2025 Entente
Cordiale Day Alumni Meeting, a firm whose reputation for legal excellence, integrity, and international
perspective perfectly reflects the spirit of this event. 

Founded in October 1995 in Lausanne, Olympic Capital, Etude Lion d'Or Avocats has grown over the
years into one of Switzerland’s most well-respected law firms. With decades of experience, the firm
provides thoughtful and effective legal counsel across a wide range of practice areas. 

With a team of experienced and specialised lawyers, the firm advises a diverse clientele, both in
Switzerland and internationally, offering multidisciplinary expertise of the highest standard. At the same
time, maintaining a human scale ensures accessibility and tailored made solutions for its clients. Over the
past fifteen years, the firm has also built a solid reputation in sports law, which has contributed to
expanding its skills and international reach.



POL ROGER

We are delighted to have Pol Roger as our gift
sponsor of the 2025 Entente Cordiale Day
Alumni Meeting. Its champagne was the
highlight of both the Opening and Closing
Ceremonies of the 2025 Entente Cordiale Day
Summit, adding to the refined atmosphere of the
Royal Hospital Chelsea and Hatfield House,
where the celebrations took place. 

In its 175 years of history, Pol Roger has carved
out one of the most flattering reputations in the
select circle of the leading Champagne brands.
Pol Roger is the gentleman's Champagne, as
Jean-Paul Kauffman wrote in "Voyage en  
Champagne". It is not surprising, therefore, that Winston Churchill and even the British Royal Family
should have made it their favourite over the years. This recognition is the fruit of the firm's unwavering
dedication to two essential values: excellence and independence. Each of the wines which bears Pol
Roger’s name is treated as an impeccable ambassador of its history. For six generations, the
descendants have been equally demanding, remaining loyal to the strategy initiated from the very
beginning by the firm's founder.

Excellence means the rigorous selection of the vinegrowers the firm works with, but also by strict
selection of the grapes bought from them. Family members keep a close eye on all the operations,
including details of the vinification; it also means that the family, in complete independence, chooses
the blends which give birth to the wines. Excellence and independence are closely linked. One
guarantees the continuing existence of the other and vice versa.



logo here

LE DELI ROBUCHON

We are honoured to welcome Le Deli Robuchon as a gift sponsor of the 2025 Entente Cordiale Day
Alumni Meeting. Renowned for its refined culinary craftsmanship, Le Deli Robuchon represents the
enduring legacy of Joël Robuchon, the most Michelin-starred chef in history. With a presence in 14
countries and a total of 23 Michelin stars, the Joël Robuchon International Group continues to shape the
world of gastronomy through a commitment to the values that defined Robuchon’s life and career:
excellence, simplicity, and consistency.

Located in the heart of Mayfair, London, Le
Deli Robuchon offers an elegant yet
approachable experience, where gourmet
creations and artisanal delicacies are
prepared with the same precision and
attention to detail found in Robuchon’s most
celebrated kitchens. 

The Robuchon Group’s influence reaches far
beyond the plate. Having mentored countless
chefs throughout his lifetime, Joël Robuchon
inspired a new generation of culinary
leaders. Many of these protégés now carry
forward his vision through the Group’s 12
distinct concepts, including the celebrated
L’Atelier Robuchon and the more casual yet
equally refined Le Deli Robuchon. With an
expanding portfolio and new openings on the
horizon, the Robuchon spirit continues to
evolve while staying true to its roots.



British Olympic Association & Team GB
Team GB is the national Olympic team of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, and the face of the British
Olympic Association (BOA). The role of the BOA is to prepare and lead Team GB athletes at all Olympic
events and to develop, promote and protect the Olympic Movement and Olympic values within the UK. Their
vision is to unite and inspire the nation through the power of Olympic sport, bringing the country together
behind a team that everyone can believe in. Since winning their bid to host the London 2012 Olympic Games
in 2005, Team GB has consistently finished in the top five on the medal table at the summer Olympic Games,
taking home 67, 64 and 65 medals from Rio 2016, Tokyo 2020 and Paris 2024 respectively. Team GB is the
only nation to have won a gold medal at every summer Games since the first modern Olympics in 1896.

The BOA is independent, privately funded and receives no annual funding from the lottery or government.
The success of Team GB is wholly dependent on support from commercial partners, patrons and income
generated from fundraising events. For further information, please visit www.TeamGB.com.

French National Olympic and Sports Committee
The French National Olympic and Sports Committee (CNOSF) represents France in the Olympics games
behind  the “French Olympic Team”. Created in 1894 before the first modern Olympic games in Athens, the
committee is responsible for selecting and supporting the nation’s top athletes across all 32 summer and 8
winter Olympic sports to compete. As an association under French law, the CNOSF is primarily privately
funded, through the support of commercial partners, and receives ad hoc contributions from the government,
most recently to support the Paris 2024 Olympic Games.

Following their successful bid to host the Paris 2024 Olympic Games, France has seen a renewed focus on
performance and youth engagement in sport. The French Team has steadily climbed the medal rankings,
earning 42 medals in Rio 2016, 33 in Tokyo 2020, and a record of 64 medals in Paris 2024, with 16 gold
medals. The 2024 Olympic team was the largest French delegation since the 1900 Olympic games, with 573
athletes competing. France has competed in nearly every modern Olympic Games since 1896 and is one of
the few nations to have hosted the Olympics three times, with Paris being the first city to host the Summer
Games three times. France is also set to host the 2030 Winter Olympics in the Alpes, 38 years after its
creation in the same place.

WITH SUPPORT FROM
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Host Partners
House of Commons
Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office 
Royal Hospital Chelsea
London School of Economics 
Hatfield House

Official Sponsors
Maison Hermès (since 1837)
Maison LIP (since 1867)
Maison Pol Roger (since 1849)
TotalEnergies (since 1924)
Natixis Corporate Investment Banking (since 2006) 
Château Beauchene (since 1794)
Eurostar (since 1994)

Gift Partners
Windsor Castle
Elysee Palace
Buckingham Palace
Blenheim Palace
Hatfield House
Bowood House
Chartwell House
La Boisserie
Château de Breteuil
France Galop
Ascot Racecource
Maison Drappier
The Onoto Pen Company
Conway Stewart
Prince Albert II of Monaco Foundation
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SPECIAL THANKS TO

We extend our sincere appreciation to Jamie Piggins at Team GB, as well as to Angele Feuillette and
Mounia Gicquel at the CNOSF, for their invaluable support in facilitating the participation of representatives
from both Olympic Committees.

We are also grateful to the Office of the Black Rod for their kind cooperation, in particular: Sarah Clarke
CVO OBE, Lady Usher of the Black Rod (until 8 July 2025); Neil Baverstock CBE, Yeoman Usher of the
Black Rod; and Hazel Scott MVO, Private Secretary to Black Rod and Office Manager.

Our special thanks go to Lord Soames of Fletching for his gracious offer to host this year’s event in the
distinguished setting of the Peers’ Dining Room, and to Claire Barker, his Personal Assistant, for her
generous support. We also express our gratitude to Emma Finch and the dedicated staff of the House of
Lords for their close collaboration and their invaluable assistance in overseeing the logistical arrangements
for the event.

We are especially thankful to the French alumni societies in the UK for their role in promoting the Alumni
Meeting to wider student and alumni audiences. In particular, we would like to acknowledge Olivia
Verbrugghe and her successor, Valérie Maure, Anita Maksymchuk and Thomas Dortel of ESSEC Alumni
UK; Audrey Haverkamp of EDHEC UK Alumni Association; Aude Grasset, Borys Soloviov and Corinne Lair
of Dauphine PSL Alumni UK; and Brice Benoliel of the CentraleSupélec Alumni UK Association.

Finally, we extend our appreciation to all our speakers and panellists for their generosity in contributing
their time, perspectives, and personal reflections.

2025 Entente Cordiale Day Summit Hosts & Sponsors
Each one of our events would not be possible without the support of our sponsors, Not only does our
sponsor's support enable the delivery of high-profile events at iconic venues like the House of Lords, the
Hôtel des Invalides, the Panthéon-Sorbonne, and the Château de Breteuil, their support also ensures that all
these special occasions can be made accessible to our students. We are extremely grateful to all our
sponsors who made the 2025 April Student Summit possible, and to the Gift Sponsors who ensured that the
winning teams were rewarded for their reports and could gain from unforgettable experiences. 



 Lord Soames of Fletching’s Letter of Support; below, Winston Churchill with his youngest
daughter Mary, mother of Lord Soames in 1924 (left), and Winston Churchill walking with

General de Gaulle on the Avenue des Champs-Élysées in 1944 (right)
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