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History of Entente Cordiale Day /¢

A story dating back to the 19 century

The Entente Cordiale Day initiative has its historical roots in the 19th century, at a meeting on 12
March 1881 between the Prince of Wales, later King Edward VII, and the President of the French
National Assembly, Leon Gambetta, hosted by the 8th Marquis de Breteuil (grandfather of the current
Marquis de Breteuil, Co-Chair & French Honorary President of Entente Cordiale Day). This historical
meeting was held in the Smoking Room of the Chateau de Breteuil and paved the way for the Entente
Cordiale which was signed on 8 April, 1904, ending centuries of war and conflict between Britain and
France. Exactly 120 years later, on 8 April, 2024, the Entente Cordiale Day initiative was launched at
the Chateau de Breteuil, its mission: to bring together the best students and alumni from Britain and
France’s most prestigious academic institutions, with the support of His Majesty King Charles Il and
of the President of France, Monsieur Emmanuel Macron.

This initiative embodies the meeting of history with the present and the future. It also illustrates how
Entente Cordiale Day aims not only to celebrate the historical bonds of friendship between the UK and
France but also — and more importantly — to address together the current and future global challenges
faced by our two great countries: climate change, security and artificial intelligence, for example. As
His Majesty King Charles lll said during His speech in the French Senate on 21 September 2023:
“Today, in confronting the greatest challenges of our time, we continue the work of those who came
before us.”
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Entente Cordiale Day, an annual celebration of Her WL
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II's legacy

Entente Cordiale Day was conceived on 8 September 2022, in honour of Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth I, who was a living embodiment of the Entente Cordiale,
solidifying this relationship throughout her 70-year reign. “Queen Elizabeth was the
golden thread binding our two great nations,” as His Majesty King Charles Il said
during His State Visit to France in September 2023. The Queen Elizabeth II
Entente Cordiale Prize is an annual testament of this extraordinary legacy. As
President Macron said in his tribute, “the Queen will live with us forever.” Every year
on March 8, we celebrate Women’s Day, and on May 8, VE Day. Similarly, now and
going forward, every year on April 8 (the anniversary of the signing of the Entente
Cordiale on April 8, 1904), we will celebrate Entente Cordiale Day or EC Day. In
this way we will also pay tribute to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 11, as well as Her
Majesty’s predecessors and successors, with the support of His Majesty King
Charles IlI.

The joint relationship between the founders of Entente Cordiale Day and Queen
Elizabeth 1l started in 2004, during the celebrations of the centenary of the Entente
Cordiale. It was consecrated ten years later in 2014, during Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth’s last state visit to France; On this very special occasion the Entente
Cordiale Day founders had a private audience with Her Majesty Elizabeth Il
accompanied by Prince Philip at the British Embassy in Paris, and presented Queen
Elizabeth 1l with letters of historical importance from Her Majesty’s grandfather, King
George V, sent in 1912, to the grandfather of the Entente Cordiale Day Co-Chair &
French Honorary President, the Marquis de Breteuil. It is in memory of this founding
moment, upon hearing the death of Her Majesty Elizabeth Il on September 8, 2022, that
the idea of an Entente Cordiale Day was conceived with Co-Chair & UK Honorary
President, the Marquess of Salisbury, as an annual celebration of the best work on global
challenges. This was when it was decided that the top two UK Entente Cordiale Prizes
would be named after Queen Elizabeth 1l and King Edward VII.
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History meets the present: 5-6 June 2014 N

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II's last State Visit to France, in remembrance
of King George Vs First State Visitin 1914

A special gift is presented to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth Il and Prince Philip by the Marquis de Breteuil, French Honorary President of Entente
Cordiale Day, in the presence of Maitre Yves-Justice Djimi, Founder of Entente Cordiale Day, and Maitre Adel Baba-Aissa, Member of the
Supervisory Board of Entente Cordiale Day.

Diner du vendredi 06 juin 2014
offert en I'honneur de
Sa Majesté la Reine Elisabeth II
et Son Altesse Royale le Prince Philip,
duc d'Edimbourg
par
Monsieur Frangois Hollande
Président de la République

Palais de I'Elysée

21emx29.8 cm

BUCKINGHAM PALACE

I send my warmest wishes to you on the 100th anniversary of the
death of your grandfather, the Marquis Henri de Breteuil.

It gave me great pleasure to see you in Paris two years ago to receive
the letters from my grandfather, King George V, to your grandfather, and
to be reminded of the friendship between them.

Orchestre a Cordes de la Garde Républicaine
dirigé par le Colonel Frangois Boulanger

This centenary anniversary is a fitting time to recall the important
role your grandfather played in bringing our two countries ever closer
together through the Entente Cordiale - a relationship that continues to

Document en dewx parties: d'abord la reproduction du menu du diner du 21 avril
1914 offert au Roi Georges V et a la Reine Mary par le Président de la
République Raymond Poincaré; puis le menu de ce diner:

strengthen today.

Foie gras de canard, gelée de Sauternes et aspic de truffes
Baron d'agneau de Sisteron aux saveurs printaniéres
Petits légumes de jardin
Fromages
Sensation d'éré

Chdteau d'Yguem 1997
(Sauternes Grand Cru Classé)
Chdateau Hant-Brion 1990
(Pessac-Léognan, Premier Grand Cru Classé)
Champagne Pol Roger "Cuvée Winston Churchill” 2000

4th November, 2016.
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Honouring the Past, Experiencing Greatness, Empowering Tomorrow

Launched under the High Patronage of the President of France, Monsieur Emmanuel Macron, and with the support of His Majesty
King Charles I, the Entente Cordiale Day brings each year together students from UK/French academic institutions and beyond (by
special invitation); it aims to become the “Davos of the Students” where young bright minds students and future leaders meet and
present their work, ideas and proposals to tackle some of the most pressing global challenges to the current and global leaders
specialized on a specific global challenge of study. Our initiative encourages creative thinking, promotes diversity of ideas, of views
and backgrounds as well as inclusiveness; the competition is open to all nationalities, all disciplines and all academic levels.

The Entente Cordiale Day fosters discussions on global topics of shared interest and provides a platform for recommendations

and innovative solutions from students for public and private decision-makers. These study groups are awarded annually in April with
the Entente Cordiale Prizes, named after some of the prominent figures who have shaped the Entente Cordiale over the past 120
years, such as Edward VII, Winston Churchill, General de Gaulle, Elizabeth 1l and President Chirac. Our aim and vision is that the

Entente Cordiale Prizes awarded every year by global leaders to future leaders will be one day the Nobel Prizes of the Students.

Each year, over 500 students and more than 120 teams will compete for

the 10 Entente Cordiale Prizes B R

Selected Annual Topics Include:

» The economic and social impacts of Artificial Intelligence in the world

» Climate change, biodiversity, and the developing world (2024-2025)

» Conflicts, Technologies, and World Security (2025-2026)
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