
Presentation of the Bi-Annual Entente Cordiale Prizes Gala Awards Venue (France):

The Château de Breteuil 

The main part of the current château was built in 1612 on the site of a medieval castle. 
Charles Perrault is said to have written some of his most famous fairy tales while staying 
at the Château, including his versions of the Cinderella and Sleeping Beauty stories. It is 
believed that the future Charles II visited during his period of exile in France as a 
teenager after the English Civil War. 

In 1881, the Prince of Wales, future Edward VII of England, visited the Château as a guest 
of Marquis Henry de Breteuil, who arranged a meeting with Léon Gambetta, President of 
the French National Assembly. Their frank discussions were vital preliminaries to the 
Entente Cordiale. 

Marcel Proust was a notable visitor of the Chateau. In 1912, the Prince of Wales future 
Edward VIII, took French lessons at the Château.

The Chateau de Breteuil has been in the Breteuil family for over 400 years. It has been the
favourite French Chateau of the King of England, Edward, VII, King George V and King
Edward VIII, were frequent guests of the Chateau de Breteuil as Prince of Wales. King
George V wrote to the Marquis de Breteuil: “ My dear Breteuil, you have known me
since I was a child and my Father was so fond of you, that I am indeed most grateful
to you for your friendship”

The French style Gardens form a magnificent backdrop to the castle. Magnificently
refurbished at the end of the XIXth century on both sides of the Château with its north-
south perspective. From 1897 to 1903, with the help of the French landscape architects
Henri and Achille Duchêne, he redesigned the gardens to provide the Château with the
formal majestic setting that visitors see today. The Duchênes created glorious views both
to and from the castle, especially when an ornamental lake called ‘Water Mirror’,
dominating the Vallée de Chevreuse, came into being. They redesigned and renovated the
lawns and paths; borders were planted with yew mosaics and topiary bushes. . the former
vegetable garden-orchard has been transformed by Séverine de Breteuil at the end of the
20th century into a maze and a flower garden called the Princes ‘Garden in memory of
Edward VII, George V and Edward WIII who came at Breteuil as Princes of Wales.



Presentation of the family of Entente Cordiale Day Co-Chair & Joint Honorary President: 

The Marquis de Breteuil 

Members of the Breteuil family were Ministers under Louis XIV, Louis XV and 
Louis XVI. Louis Nicolas de Breteuil became Louis XIV’s “Introducteur des 
Ambassadeurs et Princes étrangers”, and as such the first of several diplomats in 
the family. 

Ahead of his times, Louis Nicolas de Breteuil encouraged his daughter, Gabrielle 
Emilie to study science and mathematics. She would later become famous as 
Emilie du Châtelet, one of the leading thinkers of the French Enlightenment, 
defending the ideas of Newton and Leibniz. She was also Voltaire’s companion 
and collaborator for over 15 years. 

As Prime Minister under Louis XVI, Louis Auguste de Breteuil authorized the first 
performances of Beaumarchais’ controversial, anti-establishment play The 
Marriage of Figaro in 1784. He was the Prime Minister of France on 14 July 1789 
called by Louis XVI for 100 hours before he was replaced by Necker. 

The 8th Marquis de Breteuil was a Member of Parliament and spokesperson of the 
Comte de Paris, he was a close friend of the Prince of Wales and with most 
European Aristocracy at the end of nineteenth century. He played an important 
role in forging the Entente Cordiale with the future Edward VII and was also a
close friend to King George V and Queen Mary who stayed at his home several 
times. He hosted the future King Edward VIII at the Chateau de Breteuil, and he 
met several times during his stays with the Royal Family, the future King George 
VI, father of Queen Elizabeth II and grandfather of King Charles III. 

The current 10th Marquis de Breteuil, Henri-François de Breteuil, was educated at 
Janson de Sailly and at the Institut d’Etudes Politiques de Paris. He was an 
administrator of the Palace of Versailles and is a fellow of the Academie des 
Sciences Morales et Politiques. 
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